Symbols in Cultural Design

Graphic Arts class activity

Name:

Objectives:  

1.  To understand the important vocabulary words:    

a.  Symbol:  

b.  Emblem:

c.  Crest:  

d.  Logo:  

e.  Illumination:  

Use http://www.artcyclopedia.com/scripts/glossary-art-a.html
2. To understand the historical influences on cultural symbology and emblem-making.

Q:  What can you tell about both the people behind the emblem and the place that they lived?

3. To create a personal or family emblem/ crest that represents one or one’s identity visually well.  

Q:  What are you and/or your people like?  What is your ‘place’ like and how does it influence who you are?

http://www.familytreesandcrests.com/heraldry-symbols.htm
https://www.warpaths2peacepipes.com/native-american-symbols/symbols-and-meanings.htm
Activity:  Make a few possible drafts of a personal symbol or family emblem in your sketchbook that best represents you or your family and then create a final full-color version. 

Guidelines:  
· Use the techniques that the examples utilize to create a symbol or emblem that is bold, creative, and noteworthy.  
· Make your emblem large enough that people can see it from an average viewing distance. (3-5 ft.)
· Use color to help elevate the meaning, mood, or sensory experience that you are trying to convey to the viewers. 
· Make sure to think hard about not only the direct influences on you and your family, but also the subtle influences that we take for granted.
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“A symbol is an energy evoking, and directing, agent.” 

    -Joseph Campbell

“Symbols hold the mind to truth but are not themselves the truth, hence it is delusory to borrow them. Each civilisation, every age, must bring forth its own."  

    -Heinrich Zimmer
